HOMES FOR THE

PEOPLE.

BOSTON, NEW YORK, BROOKLYN, PHILADELPHIA, BALTIMORE, AND CHICAGO.

BY HARRY P. MAWSON.—ILLUSTRATED BY F. CRESSON SCHELL.

fi Iome, sweet home;
Phere 18 no place like home."

B of the English-speaking tongue maintain that .in
“the universal lexicon there is no onc word which ex-
presses so much as that little word ‘“home.”  Of late years,
foo, a curious use of the word hws sprung up, In the good
.old conservative times “ home ” meant birthplace, not merely
the sleeping ov lodging place so familinrly looked upon now-
‘adays os “home.” I consider Lhis one of these nincteenth-
“geniury barbarisms; to me ¢ home” implies muel more than
where éirecumstance or choice has fixed my habitat, But
the purpose of this article is to follow the popular lead, and

treat of “liome ” considered ad guch by tlie many.

It is of no utilitarinn use to discuss thic homes of the rich,
‘or even of those who are fairly well-to-do; we one and all
uonderstand tlie barbarity of modern luxury, We
know that it is simply a question of expenditure,
in whiell the longest—or, better still, the most
generous—pocket-boolk talkes the lead.  What we
have to deal with is thie vast multitude of wage-
earners—*‘ the people,” in fact, who make the
body-politic of our life. Tt is al-
ways an interesting study to me N
to ascertain and to understand
Liow the mass of the people lives.

MANSFIELD RTHREET, ALLSTON.
CHARACTERISTIC EMBRYO FLATS NEAR

(Occupied by from 2 to 4 familles, each floor renting for from §15 to $25 per monih.)

il

"When the average scale of wages—let mebe more polite and
call them salaries—is considered, one marvels how many
neatly and even well dressed men and women one sees in a
day’'s walk, How do they malke ends meet, and how much
money does the head of the family have weekly at his dis-
posal? It is as well at the out-

set that I draw the line at one

particular class of wage-workers. ERONT
In London it is o common refer- A ?
ence to spealk of a £5 man, and in r

this country we have his counter- TARLOR

part in the §25 man. Under this
claggification come a lost of avti-

gans and non-skilled labovers, . T—_' ]
booklkeepeis, salesmen on salary SITTING

or on commission, higher grades DipiNG T

of dry-goods clerks; office-men of Raata

various capacities, everything that
comes under the head of clorks;
small dealers struggling ‘against
capital and eredit, withdrawing
each week from their business the
smallest possible sum that will pay
gas, coal, and rent hills. To lLe a
law-abiding citizen on $25 per
week would seem at first glance a
task easy of accomplishment, but
more difficult of prompt realiza-
tion, as any yeal factor in the
struggle will chieerfully testify.
. General mode of life varies but
little in this country in the Tast-
ern, Northern, and Western cities.
musements and occupations are
common to one and all, and it is
only the degree of comfort their
homes provide which malkes or
mars the life of the people at
large.  “Down Rast” Boston
properly claims our atlention as
the representative city of New
England,  For many reasons Bos-
ton is o dear place to live in; in
that respect it more closely reséin-
Ules New Yorlk, But the causcs of
this similarity differ greatly. Bos-
tonisa very grent producer of what
beople wear, but ‘it is surrounded
by & poor soil, incapable of yicld-
ng a fithe of what the people eat.
New York, on the contrary, is sur-
rounded by a fertile conntr’y, gener-
ousto tha last degree. OId Boston
Proper still shelters a great many people whose incomes aver--
age $1200 to $1300 per annum; but there they find refuge in
gpariment-houses, more.commonly known ag * flats”; these
are not, however, the eight or ten story buildings we are ac-
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PLAN OF A TYPICAL
NEW YORK TLAT.
(Double), Renting for $25
per month,

customed to see in the metropolis, but simply three and four
story single buildings, with a common entrance fér all ten-
ants.” One odd fenture of these apartment-houses is that the
Dells are outside the door for each tenant, and instead of

their position, and to do it by educational advantages and
force.

The suburbs of Boston arc justly celebrated as being
among the most beautiful of all our large cities; and as the
dwelling-house area of Boston proper is,
comparatively speaking, a very narrow
one,a very large proportion of those whose
vocations Dbring them to Boston male
their hownes in the outlying districts or
neighboring towns, The Allston, Ja-
maica Plain, Dorchester, Roxbury, West
Roxbury, Brighton, and Charlestown dis-
tricts of Boston city are favorites among
its citizens whose worldly happiness hin-
ges upou §1200 a year, In Charlestown
there are & greal number of so-called
““double tenements,” being in reality a two
or three story house, with an entrance
common to alK each tenement heing three
or four rooms Jeep, and renting from $20
to $26 per month. There are also a lim-
ited mumber of single houses, nearly ap-
proeching the coltage order, renting from
%30 to $80 por month, The other districts

named conlain a very large proportion of
single louses renting from $250 to $850
per annum, of a value from $2500 to $3000,
and oftentimes owned by their occupants.
The workers of Boston do net confine
l themselves to Boston and its suburbs only,
| but within a radius of ten miles of the
City Hall, and along the lines of the Bos-
J ton and Albany, Boston and Maine,
Fitehburg and Old Colony, Boston, Re-
l vere Beach, and T;ynn, Boston and Provi-

having a name to each bell, there
is usually a number, e, Bell
No. 1, 2, 8,4, In construction
these flats are very inferior; as
a general rule, they- are old-
fashionod Boston dwellings, in
neighborboods that have sunk
in the social scale, badly ven-
tilated, with few light rooms,
and an uncomfortable odor of
age and mouldiness. In spite
of such disadvantages, these
apartments rent for from $85
to $85 a month, being much in
demand by people who are em-
ployed at night, or others wlhose
occupations’ compel a very
emrly attendance at their worl.
The older portions of Boston
are strongly reminiscent of an
Engligh town. Therais a great
similarity in the narrowness
and erookedness of the streets;
and another curious feature also strongly British—two sepa-
rately named sireets ave almost opposite each other, one no
doubt intended to be a contlinuation of the other. Tor in-
stance, School Street runs only from Washington to Tre-
mont, and Bencon Street begins oun the other side of Tre-
mont, and immediately op-
posite School. It is almost
the same with Winter and
Summer streets and Otis
Street and Temple Place.
Amusements in Boston are
at about the same figures as
in other cities, and the Hub
islooked upon as oneof the
very best paying “show
towns ” in the country, It
is the only city in the Unit-
ed States outside of New
York supporting a stock
company in a regular sea-
gon of standard plays. They
ave also great Jovers of mu-
sic, and without in the least
being a musical people in
the fullest meaning of that
term, they are great pa-
trons of the divine art.
Here, too, is another Ang-
licism. Londoners are dis-
tinctly mot music produ-
cers, yet they support music
and musicians befter than
any Continental city, and
concerts pay better there A
than in Paris, Berlin, or
Vienna. And concerts are
more remunerative in Bos-
ton than anywhere else in
this country., This shows
a decidedly high intellect-
ual average; it must neces- & 25
garily have a véfining and
beneficial inflnence upon
their-lomes and their home
lite. This is distinctly no-
liceable, too, upon 4 class
of people who hereabouts
are recruited apparently
from our roughest and most
illiterate element, I refer
to the * shop.girls,” 7e.,
tgalesladies,” in our large
establishments. In Bos-
ton they are, as a rule,
well - edneated, polite, of
good appearance, and above
all ambitious to improve
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"built bouses.

dence, Boston and Lowell, and New York
and New England railroads are gathered
the interurban homes of many of Boston's
wage-earners, Favorite towns are Chel-
sea, Somerville, Malden, Melrose, Arling-
ton, Revere, Toverett, Medford, and Winchester, ITomes
Lere can be rented for from $20 to $85 per month for single
houses, or porchased for from $2000 to $3500. Wood is the
nniversal material for Lnilding, stone being a rarity even in
the swell Brookline district, The voads about Boston are
in admirable order, cycling is carried on to an enormous
extent, and the ownership of a fourlegged horse is mnot
looked upou as an undue extravagance for people in very
moderate cirenmstances, as the interurban character of Bos-
ton’s daily popnlation makes driving more of the every-day
lifo of the family than is found in the other Easteri cilies.
The introduction of the **Trolley system” of electric pro-
pulsion of street cars has also made a marked stir in the
real-estate market, particularly in the divection of Dor-
chester, Roxbury, ete., the former being particularly fav-
ored; it is, in Fact, one of Boston’s favorite and most beau-
tiful suburbs, Among tlie old houseg in these rural districts
the style of architecture is severely plain, not-to say hideous.
A majority of them are painted white or a dull slate-color,
and the result is a nightmare of colorless wooden walls,
However, marked progress had been made in all the newly
Queen Anne seems to predominate; warm
liouses of brown and red have come into use, and while here
and there the architect’s passion for originality has led him
widely astray from good taste and the proprieties, still, on the
whole, the suburban homes of Boston and vicinity are com-
fortable, compact, and well adapted to the requirements of
their occupants. In many respects the wage-earner of Boston
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A CHARACTERISTIC NEW YORK FLAT, RENTING FOR ABOUT $25 PER MOMNTH,




870

i

/

i
/

W//% 0

ENTRY OF A NEW YORK FLAT
(Suited of seven rooms, including Lath-room, for $25 per month

ig distinctly favored over his neighbor, and more particularly
that both necessity and choice compel im largely to reside in
ihe rural districts, with plenty of fresh air and the opportunity
for exercise as antidotes against the foul air of offices and the
close confinement of factories. Considering the oppartunity
offered, il is somewhat to be wondaered at that the building as-
gociation hias not taken firmer hold among the people—in New
England they are called “co-operative banks —for it is only
by the employment of this agency that the $25 a week man
can hope to secure a hone of his own, The high value of
land in New York city and Brooklyn does not furnish a very
fertile field of operation for the building association, Tene-
ments reaving their heads six, ei%ht, and ten stories high have
of Iate years been dignified by the name “Flat”; $25a week
allows about ihe same number of dollars for the month’s
rent of the flat, The better enforcement of the laws concern-
ing the regulating and building of &ll grades of * tencmenlts”
has resulted in the decided amelioration of the conditions of
life for the wage-earners of New York and her sister city
across the bridge.

do not mean Dby this that the real tenement life is any
morve attractive, hoalth-giving, or as tending towards happi-
ness; but of the class of tenemenis of which I treat there
can be no doubt but what they yield more for the money
than they did ten or fifteen years ago. There is no part of
New York city in which the $25 to $35 per month flat is
not common, although the east side from Eighth Street to the
Harlemn River and from Third Avenue to the East River
containg possibly 76 per cent. of these ‘‘liomes of the peo-
ple.” The west side of course contains a large number of
low-priced flats, but few under $35 that can compare favor-
ably with those on the ecast at $10 less a month. Another
curiosity in fumily economics in Gotham is that edibles of
all deseriptions are cheaper on the east side than on the
west, The family market Dbasket is replenished for less
money, and, on the whole, the qualities between the two sides
do not differ appreciably. The average flat at the prices
mentioned contains from six to cight rooms, with bath, and
sometimes steam heat, The entrance is generally a very
swell affair, with a great deal of plate and stained glass,
elaborate brass Dells, tiled floor, and in those buildings now
being put up much is thonght to be gained by a high-
sounding name, Within the space aceorded these ‘‘ homes
there is almost one universal plan of distribution of rooms.
There is of course a front room, or parlor; somelimes g
‘“hall bedroom” on the side; then from the parlor itself a
large bedroom, another opening into that, with the din-
ing-room and kitchen en suite, and the bath-room a niche
opening into the air-shaft. There is, of course, & common
entrance to all tenants, the apartments opening on to one
stairway, and in flats averaging $40 a private hallway as
well; this latter is considered a great boon, as it separates
the rooms from each other, consequently giving greater pri-
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ROCKWELL PLACE, NEAR LAFAYET’I‘

HARPER’S WEEKLY.

vacy and comfort. The janitor, of course, lives in
the basement, and runs the establishment to suit
himself,
The building laws compel the usual number of
fire-escapes, unsightly but imperative. In all cases
where flats of this quality are found upon avenucs
wliere business can he carried on, of course the
ground-floor is always devoted to stores, They
vary greatly in character, all the way from the
peace-destroying gilded rum-shop to the staid and
friendly * funeral director,” ¢. e., undertaker. Al
most every vocation snd calling finds representa-
tives in these stores.  Real-estate and insurance inen
abound ; barhers, cigar dealers, grocers, tailors, fm--
niture and upholstering dealers, hardware, station-
ery, candies, florists, dry-goods and notions, (ll‘u[i
storesinnumerable, fish dealers, Jaundries, boots and
shoes, genls' furnishings, trunk-makers, hatiers—in
fact, a walk on one of these avenues and any rea-
sonable person can fit out himself, Iis family, and
liis home. And yet of the 2,000,000 people who
live in New York, but 13,000 own the roof over
theiv heads. Tt is evident from these figures that
the $25 & week man and his family have veritably
It un pied-d-terre, A, favorite source of amuse-
ment for the ‘‘lady occupants” during the ‘‘slack
hours,” when the kitchen fire is out or the babies
asleep, ig to **1ol1” out of the Iront windows in
solid rows, taking in the street fightg, the fires, and
otlier excitements attendant upon a metropolitan
existence,
It is really wonderful what a differcnce exists
) between New York and Brooklyn. The latter has
all the simplicity of a country cousin, but who iries
to ape the mauners and looks of hig cily relative,
In this case the difference is all the more remarkable be-
cause of the close alliance of the two cities from a commer-
cial or gocial stand-point. As far as homes are concerned,

Brooklyn lias the DLest of the comparison. Relatively con-
sidered, property is cheap in Brooklyn, and the number of
sepavate honses withiu the reach of the average worker
exceeds New York’s ten to one; in fact, a separate honse
Among

for $85 a month does not exist in New York at all.
Lthe separate houses in Brooklyn are & very
large number of old-fashioned two-story
frame dwellings with high stoops, and
sometimes a portico over the stoop; anoth-
er class are two-story brick houses with
doorway level will the street, Buildings
such as these do not render a city archi-
tecturally lhandsome, but they provide a
world of comfort and independence for
their occupants, TFlats there are, too, in
Brooklyn, seldom so high as their New
Yorlk prototypes, and renting for from $20
to $25; such as across the bridge would
readily bring from $32 to $35. DBrooklyn’s
clevated roads and electric cars have done
wonders in building vp the outlying snb-
urban districts, Ridgewood, Rockwood
Place, and along Flatbush Avenue, have
all developed wonderfully within the past
few years in providing suitable homes for
people of modest wanls and capacities.
What Brooklyn really needs for its further
development is another bridge with the
melropolis —say at about Twenty-third
Street, This of course would materially
benefit New York in providing an outlet
for her snrplus population; and from
another stand-point it would also henefit
her greatly in procuring for thousands of
her workers better homes than New York
provided for them, and at less cost, With
numberless controversies still bright and
fresh about the one *‘Brooklyn Bridge,”
it is more than likely that another ig in the
dim future.

There ia a lot of *"cheap wit” current
throughout the country ahout the city of
Penn. Bomnolent she may be, staid she no doubt always will
be, and perhaps there is nothing which does run through
Philadelphia save the river Schuylkill, but, for all this, she is
the *“ oity of homes” the world over,, When Penn and his disci-
Ples laid out the Quaker City, they designed that all streets
should cross each other at right angles, and that alleyways
and smaller streets should intersect the larger ones, furnishing
rear outlets to the houses, besides light and air, and thus fa-

"TAYUTTE AND 'FLATBUSH AY.
(Flooya renting o from $18 o 825 pay ni!l;fthl.\) FNURS, BROOKLYN,

VOLUME XXXYV., NO, 1820,

cilitating trafflc throughout the city, Penn’s idea has begn
much abused in one respect. These alleyways and ‘side
streets,” as they are called, owing to an atrociously had city
government and a ‘‘ cobble-stone ring,” are not the blessin

and convenicnce they ought to be; they are wretched]

paved, and frequently kept indifferently clean. Inlocalitiag
in the older parts of the city it has not always been possible
to provide alleyways or a small street in the rear of the
blocks; so a two-foot alleyway between each pair of houses,
connecling with both yards and opening on to the front
strect, affords egress and exit to the rear of the house. Thig
idea has also been elaborated in many of the betler class of
houses, where the sida yards of eaclt pair of houses open
on to the fronk street, closed by a handsome ornamental gate-
way; but of course this requires an exceptionally wide lot,
so there are few if any being built in that style, Phila.
delphia is, properly speaking, divided into five separate dis.
tricts, in all of which e wage-carner findg equal aceomo-
dations in his home. These ave the old ¢ity south of Market
Street, from Market Street novth to the city limils, in (he
Kensington and Richmond districts, the Germuntown and
Manayunk suburbs, and West Philadelphin,  The Phila.
delphin houses of siugle width are, with rare execplions, de-
signed as to the interior upon one plan,  There are no hase-
menls; the parlor, dining-room, and kitehen are ou one floor,
but not connecting, except as to diving-room and kitchen;
these usually open into each other, and are reached from the
frout door by an enirywny which parallels the parlor; the
stairway ¢nds opposite the entrance to the parlor, and runs
up throngl the middle of the house,  One fealure of Phila.
delphia Liouses pecnliar to Quaker City homes ig the ““ back
building,” somewhat similar to hut much deeper than the New
York “extension”; the dining-room and kitchen are in thig
extension on the ground-floor, the sitting-room being on the
second floor: and in four-story hiouses there are two, nnd
sometimes three bedrooms over the sitting-room,  The hath.
room ig usually between the back and front buildings, All
these are light rooms, opening on to the ¢ side yard,” which
runs parallel with the back buildings on a twenty-fool lot;
thig side yard is nsually about four feet wide, On a great
number of the streety, chicfly the nnmbered ones, the build-
ings are constructed with stores ou the ground-floor, with a
side door to rench the dwelling above. Soinetimes the fam-

RIDGEWOOD AVENTE AND LINWOOD STREET, BROOKLYN, EAST NEW YORK.

(Floors renting for from $18 to $26 per month,)

ily live over the little business carried ou in the store below,
or it may be renled separately. Of course the famous
“while -shulters” must not be forgotten. But few new
houses are supplied with these. Philadelphia has progressed
alittle. But they still wash down the sidewalks on Satur-
days. This, in a general way, describes all Philadelphia
houses, the smaller and cheaper houses being the larger ones
in miniature. Philadelphia pressed brick, owing to thé ex.
ceptionally fine clay found in the county, is considered the
best brick made, and forms the material For the majority of
the houses, and, to a greal extent, the pavements also; but
in the latest building operationa brick pavements have been
discarded and various patent pavements substituted. As2
usual thing a Philadelphia block contains from thivty to
forty houses, and when one considers that a two-story brick
house, with gas throughout, a bath-room with hot and cold
water—six rooms in all—with a small well-fenced and well-
paved yard, can be rented for $13 50 per month, there need
be no sneers at the old Qualker City when she provides her
people with homes like these. T clip from the Philadelphia
Ledger some of its real-estate notices. They ave instructive
reading as compared with similar ‘“ads” in other cities.
1600 ONLY, WORTH #2000, OR FOR_ RENT, ONLY 123 PER
month—"Those new two-story, flve-room houses, lots 14 x 06 bath,
gag, ot and cold water; polishied brass gns fixtures; gold paper; cc-
mented cellars, with heaters; not, huilt on filled-in ground, but on that
18 golld a8 o vock ; street sy wide as Broad Street. The owner of these

houges owns conglderable gronund in this nelghborhood, and, as o meads

of Jmproving same, is_offering these honges 8t cost. Terms very ¢asy.
, & ! s honses west of Richmond

Allughcn?[r Avenne aud Thompron Street, one square e
Streot,  Depot of red cars on Second and Third Streets line within
square,

WEREST PHILADELPITA PROPERTY.
4— Tlaverford, 9 voons.,.,.,.. PYRTTTON
4— Taverford, 8 r00ms i vevarn.. Creseanes
8— Melon, TYOOMB v s visirnrnvenns
8— North Forty-fourth, 7 romms, large 1
d— Walluee, 6 rooms. .coopivennnn .,
4— Wallace, 6 rooms....,,.00ues. vea
4— Prescott, 6 rooms ..vvieuin, ...
8~— Chelsen, 4 rooms,..,,,... PRI

CITY PROPERTY.
T'OR RENT—DREBIRABLE DWELLINGS.

'
ol

9— South 8ixth Street, 11 Yo0ME . suer..s eeteranannnsrrere s S%g gg
1— Ellsworlh Street, 5 r00mS. oy .vsen,. ST E 00
1— North-Elaventh Street, 8 rooms ... vineeernnt 1000
1— Watkins Street, 4 rooms.. . .., S 28 00
2~ Columbia Avenue, 10 rooms........ P R LATE L 2 00
2— Sonth Btreet, 4 r00MB, . viavnnerrenas.y . cener o0 00

9— Bartain Street, 8 rooms..v.......
The highest-priced house on these lists is $40 per 1{10“t1;'

and that is in an old section of the city, with eleven 1oomr,-

and from its location could casily be let for business pu
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poses. Philadelphin has suffersd very greatly for want of
proper rapitl Lransily Lt now that the Iheu'clmg: Railrnad
Compaiy has at lnst aeeow plished its Murket Sieeet tenuinad,
the Northeastern Lloyated also having acquired its charler,
there will no douht 13«: grenter fm-‘lllluw fc‘n' m-n‘«-lnng lh.u far.
off seetions of the eity.  Apart from this, Philadelphin hng
the most complete system of street ruilronds in the workl;
slmost every street s gridivoued, and while, a3 is usual witly
ol railrond” eompanies, they lave shoekingly abused the
privileges conferred upon them by n too (rusting In:_;:mluturu
and City Comneils, they have undonbtadly worked immense
Dbenefits to the citizens, for l’hllul('lulphm in ahove all thingy o
city of “maguifleent distunees.” A street enr guing some.
where, with @ syslen of passes nnd u.\',g:]mnguﬂ. rides by or
within u stone’s~throw of every " home in the Qualker City,

Philadelphin is wlso the hewliunrters of the boilidling nsso-
cation. There ave some dwelve hugdred of these orguniz.
tions in Penmsylvanin, nearly nne-hall of them being lovated
in Philadelplin: they huve dane el o develop (he “small
homes” of the Quaker City, havimg been honestly ol ol
clently managed.  The theory and pruetice of the luilding
gsgociation i the spirit of reoperntion, Ll iy u]u.-;qn,
opportunities for owning ome's owi home nre easy to ueruire,
and the Dbuildivg associntion Las beet Qv wenlus operands,
One must unt forget, ton, e far-funal markets, superhly
supplied with the flnest vl ehioicest furoy produce in this
country.

Philadelpliin undeonltedly dues nol possess thit metropol.
ftan something which inspires eutlinsiasin ad o genernl
condition of “hinstle,” but Tor the woge-cwrner and man of
hunble means she provlhs mone eomfort, Inppiness, and
independenee for one of e Sus doflars than the samo
wage-eurner ean seetire for Bve thoneo il sum in any
other city in this enuniry ov in foreign parls, Strange (o
relute, Philndelphin is n good thenfriend gity, I splte of ity
Quaker anteeedenty, ' Home e must inve it plensiney
and distraations, aul thentos are both numerous and pros-

erous.  In mddition, she i3 splendiadly supplicd with public
institntions, galleries, nuseuis, aud Shearies, 5o tind ol
the comforts of hone™ exist upon ao mean senls for the
wuge-enrner il mechnnic. .

hen the traveller rewclies Baltimore there is an oaro-
ma of the sunny South in the aip, aud aosoft *boree®
upon the tongue of the passer-hy,  There by, too, o doflee
Jar ndente in the penerd make up of the town, n provin.
clalism that ig Doth pleasant and gurprising. The South-
ern way of huisser-aller §soon Il sides of you, Lhe street.
car “horses’ wre mules, the raw hox ™ is in gight, and the
“darky ' of the obl tmes wallis her streets, Yon feel you
have cntered another seetion of these gront Tnited States,
Architecturnlly speaking, Baltinore has teerivd by the way-
side. From w geographical standspoint it does not abtrace
mneh emigration; s emmmeree hos inereased, but ouly as
a elieap tide-water port with good railrowl Eacilities and
small charges to shippers,  In the matter o onwes * for
its people, 1t has stood practieally stitt,.  In the < oid town”
ou the cust side of the city, on Uaroline Street near Pratt and
other contiguons thorowghfares, a smali hrick dwelling with
a high flight of white or green steps that run up the frong
of the liouse, often sidewnys, brings $18 per month without
bath, gas, or furuncel Here, too, there is & cellarway open-

HARPERS WEEKLY.

Its wage-curners have more comfort for o less number of
tlollars than they have heretofore enjoyed.

Westward ol Out o the praivie the Windy City holds
her sway, dignified now by the prepurations for a World's
Fair.  Columbus never dreamt to what reckless use his
name weuld he put, as a Columbian Tair, or perhaps he
might heve lesitated about his voyage to the West in
searclt of uew lands to glority the reign of Ferdinand and
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TLAN OF TYPICAL TWO.8TORY IIOUSE IN PHILADELPIIIA,
(Renting for from §18 (o $25 per month,)

Tsabelln, 'With the Fair now more of an actuality than other
parts of our country have generally conceded, how and where
the people of Chicago live casls an interesting shadow upon
the festivities in prospect. The Chicago River, or diteh,
more nceumtely gpeaking, cuts the city iuto Lhrec.dxstmct
gections—the North, South, and West sides: there is also o

corner called the Northwest Side, but is in reality part of the
West Side proper,

Chicago has within a year absorbed legally the whole of
Cook Connty, and has thus acquired de jure a3 well a8 de
jieeto all of the North and South Side suburbs; on the West
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down the centre of the foolway, bordered on either side by
grass-plots, and on the street side, sometimes a row of trees,
The streets when paved at all are remarkably well done;
patent pavements, Belginn blocks, and macadam are all rap-
resented,

The plans of the Chicago ““Aats” follow those of New
York very closely, except that they are rarely so well built
or finished; the rent will range from $20 to $40 a montl,
and average about $10 & month choaper than Gotham, A
great many of the Chicago blocks are cut in two by alley-
ways or small streets, something on the Philadelphia plan,
These are seldom paved and never cleaned; back fences al-
ways retain the natural color of the wood; paint is plentiful
but time i3 scarce out there. The only elevated railroad that
Las go farbegun an existence is kuown as the ** Alley Road,”
beenuse its tracks run down the alleyway between Wabash
Avenue and Siate Street. The Philadelphia Syudicate hag
also absorbed in Chicngo most of the street-car lines, and
*‘eabled” them to the distinet advantage of ¢ homes” for
the people. They get better and guicker transportation,
cleaner streets, and, being enabled to go oul into more dis-
tant und cheaper districts, perhaps in time the eluss of build-
ings may improve; at present it is dislinetly bad, The cost
of Tood supplies iy probably cheaper by 25 per eent, in Chi-
cago than in any other city of relalive size in the country,
Poultry, game, vegelables, butier, eggs, milk, fruit, meats,
and even figh, are remarkably chenp and plentiful, "Phere
are no markoet buildings like the Farmers’ Market in Phila-
delphia or Fulton Market in New York; the green-grocer
and butcher furnish all the supplies, mueh on the New York
prineiple. In fact, in most aspecty of its life, Chleago is
weak imilation of the metropolis, Amusements ave chiefly
Tinstern suecesses; the Iuke unfortunntely. affords compara-
tively little rocreation; itis too rough and nneertain for much
rowing or sailing, and excursions by steamboat are not Jook-
ed upon with much favor, But Chieago, for all these draw-
Lacks, is a_grent city for the ** hustler”; the apirit of adven-
ture and daring speculation is abroad among the people;
here is o constant “ hoom,” the latest and biggest heing the
World®s Fair.  This wil] lutve a tendency to enhance the value
of South Side real estate so much that the wage-earner who
luxuriates on §25 per week, will as the Fair approaches ils
opening, flnd his rent so much raised that he will be com-
pelled to find a cheaper *‘home.”  As is likely, he' will not
migrate to the North or West Side, but migrate further south,
to Pullman, for instance, where really exceptional opportn-
nities are provided for the working-man, and more nearly ap-
proaching the comforts of a Philadelphia **lioine,”

Pullman is indeed a country town of homes with city
conveniences, There are Mtogether about six thousand me-
chianics finding employment there, most of them, of course,
employed at the ;i_l;ent shops of the Pullman Company., The
average rental in Pullman of single houses is $14 per montld
Flats conlaining from two to flve rooms, rent from §6 lo $9 a
month. Thereis still another kind of flat, where each family
has a sepuarate entrance, with five good rooms and s base-
ment, renting for from §14 to $10 n flat. Separate sinks,
water-lraps and closets are provided fov each family, The
single houses are really models of comfort and convenience,
They are all solidly built on stone foundations; main walls
of common brick, and fronts of an excellent quality of
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TYPICAL PHILADELPHIA DWELLINGS.

1. Forlieth and Poplar Sireels. Lot 17 X 100, Seven Rooms and Baili,
and Ten Minutes by Steam Crom contre of Cly, renting Cor $28 per Mouth,

Rooms. AN conventonees.  Rentlng for from $12 Lo $20 por Munth.

Convenlences, Renting for §18 80 per Month.

1ng onto the sidewalk, aud often the old plantation * moke”
18 seen snwlng in two Tmge flre logs for the winler's blaze.
ut this is not peculiny only to the cheaper grade of houses,
but al4o Lo many of the stately but olil fghioned homes.
altimore pan rightlully hoast of her splendid farm produce
and of its cheapness; in (his respect she holds her own with
any city in this couniry. .
On Division Street, near Lafuyelte, o new dwelling sec-
ton of the Monumentsl Cily, there have lLeen ercctod a
Mnnber of *small liomes ” of cight roomns cech, with bath,
8as on first floor, nt no furnace and no inside closets, Just
Why gas should siop short at the flest floor shows bow lit-
Ho progresy this old town has made. Darlness, or candles
and the treneherons conl-ofl lamp illnminate the upper por-
lons of these homes. Beyond Druid Hill Park and towards
the old ruce-conrse buiidin operntions in ¢heap houses have
eeh earvied on more or less snceessfully; but the lack of
broper ““yapid transit ” has hampered the complete success
of these sehiemes, Now, liowever, that mules nre to be sue-
ceederd by tlie cable and will shortly disappear, Baltimore
Will o doubt improve in the matter of ** small homes,” and
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All Convenlences, Thirly Minutes by Horse-cax, LT i :
9. Parl of n Block of Fovty Touses, Six to Bight :,«-"‘& T — - | _ /_‘: -

3, St Mark’s Squure, 8ix Rooms and Buth, Al R ;>< = ;,_.,-,/""-- = v
A . /,(\ﬂ_ ;@@:\ iqeésm‘scm N

ide ity limits alrendy extended almost
Eid(thgmcourﬂy lines, Bolh the North and
Sonth sides contnin, of course, & cey}tmn per-
centuge of wage-carners’ ‘‘liomes ol 111g
elnas 1 have treated of, but property is much

i i > gect it that the great

higher in both these seetions, and o it eomes Lhat ]
Jor £ this clags find their sleeping-place within the clas-
mijorlty of Tt must be said, in the inter~
, thal a more (lllgl):&wavi)tl‘,

i t Chicago is, it wonld be hard to find,  And
than this Wes ; Single flats of fo;xl' stories
X ‘ ek wi e stone

g, bullt generally of a cheap brick with slate s

?12;:]1111111"8; gnsf:'uf course, on all floors; water in plenty,and a
bnth-roo?n to every flat; there are no elevators in these flats,
In fact, strictly speaking, there is not &
cellar in Chicago, as to excavate below the basement depth
The type of single hol}s.(]sl iB & two-
'y frame cottage, built in pairs, with a high stoop, a
story £ usuallyg 2 small yard m’front, which, with the
more tasteful and refined tenants, presents quite an array
of gorden flowers, Most of the pavements are board walks

sicprecincts of the Wesi Slde.
cxt of truth and historieal accurae

is ugly beyond reformation,
por any cellars.
means to strike water,

porch, and

pressed brick. The interior woodwork is of pine in natural
iinish; in the basement, which i8 so well Dutlt ns to he per-
fectly dry, there ave the laundry, steel-plate furnace in atoom
by itself, conl-bin, store-room, ete.  Onihe firssfloor there ave
the parlor, hallway, dining-room, kitehen, and necessary pan-
tries. The second Aoor contains four hedrooms, bath-room,
with stationary wash.stand, hot and cold water, and closels,
The third floor contains three comfortable sleeping-rooms,
The sewerage s iron throughout, with necessary cateh
basing. ‘There are also open fireplaces in the parlor and
front bedroom. Some are buill with bay-window fronts,
others with covered pinzzas. Raeh house has o large back
yard, with wood and coal shed. The Pullman (Company own
all these properties, and maintain them in first-class condition,
A great number of the dwellings are heated by steam. Tho
grounds are terraced and planted with flowers and shrubbery.
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The front yards are not fenced, hut left open, so as to give to
the streets the appearance of parks, Pullman is charmingly
situated on the lake, within easy riding distance of Chicago;
the renlals are not more than three-fourths as muclh as the
like amount of room brings in Chicago,
and there is nothing in the World's Fair
city to compare in attractiveness to these
Pullman homes.

They say comparisons are odious, but
the objeet of this article has been to
place before my readers a frank and ex-
plieit statement of what constitutes hap-
piness, home, and prosperity for the aver-
age wage-carners in several of our large
cities, Life in American cities does not
present,.one ag compared to the other,
that variegated and local coloring which
is the charm of forcign countries; per-
haps an exception in favor of this rule
may be made ng to New Orleans, whose
Franco-Spanish origin lends to it an indi-
viduality possessed by no other city in the
United States,  Outside of the city on the
Gulf, actual existence does not differ
materially as between the rival cities,
Chicago is said to be n summer resort,
but the confidence of the public in this
claim has, I am afraid, been rudely upset
when it sees 100° in the shade recorded
for the World's Fuiv city. New York is
not u summer resort, bug there is no city
in the world where there is so much of
amusement and recreation within casy
and cheap reach of the people. If only
o betler means of interurban transit were
in existence to give the people better
“howmes,” New York might be called an
ideal city for poor and rich alike; but o
long as the mass of the *“ people’” are
lierded together under one roof,there can-
oot be that freedom of Jife which pro-
vides o real “home” and health-giving

surroundings, Boston is exceptionslly S Behels
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to state here that Philadelphia has 235,
033 buildings of all kinds; the letter-car-
rlers covering 913 squarc miles of terri-
tory, against 120,000 buildings in New
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well gituated Lor healthfulness, The eli-
mate in the summer is, on the whole,
equable; the winters are apt to be protty
severe, and nn east wind is not a *“ thing
of joy forever,” Yet as the “homes” in
Bostou are largely suburban, and many
of them cun be called even raral, the aver-
age worker has cousiderable comfort and
freedom in Boston,  Ballimore does not,
on the whole, stand the test of compari-
son. They need to wake up there, and
give the people better homes and more of
them; ““ homes" that eavn the name, and that compare with
other cities in progress and enlightenment,

I have said before that there is a great deal of cheap wit
afloat ol the expense of the city of Peun. Some
of it is perhaps deserved; much of il is lannched
in a spirit of ignorance and envy, TPhiladelphia
can well affovd to listen unmoved to these ribald
jests; for what city in this or any other country
has earned the title, “a city of homes”? It is
better than being called a ** Windy City,” or a
“ Monumental City,” or the **Hub of the Uni-
verse,” or, indeed, a “City of Clmrches,” and
means more to hundreds and thonsands than life
in a tenement eight stories high in the *“Emplro
City.”

Asg amuatter of statistical comparison, it is well
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GAFORERAEREthAE abg e

e
i

et
wat gt W faa

BALTIMORI

1. Caroline Street, near Pratt Street, Rust 8lde, Oll Town,
No Bath, Gas, or I'urnuee.
2, Divinion Street near Lafuyette Avenoe, new part of
Elght Rooms and Bath.
No Purnace, no Inslde Closets,
renthng for $21 per Month,

8. Eant Side, Old Town,

Convenlences, $12 and §15 per Month,

York, and 41 square miles of
territory ; 128,000 honses  and
61 square miles of territory in

DWELLIN(GS,
§14 per Maonth,

Gag on lower Floors,

Bay-window Hogues
Adjollng Housen for §29,

Kix and Seven Rooms, no
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SMALL HOUSES IN CHIUAGO.

lnt, South Bide,
JAghted by Gas,
rom Bueinesg Cenire, No Convenl

‘

2. Brick Dwellings on Trvirg Avenua
$25 per Maont), %  Blog B o P Sldo,

[X0eDt voons] oual

¥ Three Miles (thivty minutesy from Business Ceutro.
ek Mo, 10, Pullman, Chieago. 4 A typloal Dwelllug,  About ove and g
o8, Rentlug for about 438 por Montl,

(hicago; and 53,000 in Boston: and probably some-
thing less in Bultimore,  OFf these 235,000 and odd
buildingy in the Quaker City, 83,008 are two-story
dwellings—read these figures attentively, it means a
“liome” for from $H (o 213 2 month—06,771 are
three-story dwellings; o beautiful little **home,”
three stories high, for $25 0 month and even less,
T ind that pevhaps Tmay have extolled the ** iomes”
of the Quaker City scemingly ut the expense of the
other cities disenssed, but to those sequuinted with
the facts, my enthusiasm is not out of bounds, If
the old adage " A muw's home is his custle” was
ever proved, it is in the Qualier City.

TIE PROGRESS OF (UN-MAKING
IN TII UNITED STATES.
BY LIEUTENANT F.uwe T. CLOTH, OF TIE
FRENCII ARMY.

Tue long spell of pence which the United States
have Dbeen enjoying for a period of nearly thirty
years hag had o stagnant effect upon the progress
of the munufacture of domestic ordnanee.  Only in
smndl wrme and machine - guns has this country
maintained its place.  Recently, however, the think-
ing part of the population has hecome cognizant of
the fact that pence is the only time allotted to a ng-
tion to prepare for war,  Whenever war ¢londs
gather on the politieal hovizon of the world, the
American mind beging to feel unensy. This un-
casiness does nob prove so much that the population
of this preat commonwealth is conscious of its ut-
ter defencelessness in case of war, ns it proves the
fact that the Undon is developing fast from o sce-
ond-rate power into u great power of international
political importanee, )

Without a const defence, without a sufllcient
unvy, wilhout an adeqguate army Lo preserve even
pence within Lier own bhorders, the country wotlld
fall 0 prey to the first ouslaught from outside.  50-
perior foree alone in the test of right uml. wrong
between nations, und the only verdiet that is given
is given from the mouth of the cannon, ,

What have tho United States hitherto done in the
wuy of providing for an adequate armument, sucll
wmadern times reguive in m’({m’ Lo he sule at home?
Nothing: practienlly nothing, .

The efforts of the War and Navy departnents 10
ttis diveetion nre just ns reprehensible as the actions
of the legislative bodiesare dilatory and uapatrioic,

Cuplnin Rodgers Birnje, U8, A, 1o whom the
wrlter foely prenlly obligid For valnable informationl
ot the subiject under diseussion, is perfectly vight
when he mnys, ©The tUnde of munitions of war
ubeys, like évery other industry, the inevitable law
ol snpply and demand,” .

The dempnd for small arns for general use M
this country, unil the fuet that the cost of manufnce
tare and improvement of these arms places the mat-
ter within reasonable contral of private industrys
and does not necessitate o very lnrge expenditure
on the parl of the government, llave maintained tl}lﬂ
necossary slill in ihe art, and have eusbled Amcx] -
eun private manufacturers to compete gugcesafully
in the murkets of the world.  Very different, how-
ever, is the cuse with heavy guns, For these tha
goverument nlone can create a demund, During

the ¢ivil war, when the demand for gnng wWas&lrong:






